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Presently, the archaeological sites in the Russian Altai provide the greatest range of data characterizing the prehistory of North and Central Asia. Multidisciplinary studies of the multilayered Paleolithic sites in the Altai have shown the continuous development of the Paleolithic traditions during at least 280 thousand years and the autochthonous formation of the Upper Paleolithic culture on the local Middle Paleolithic basis around 50 thousand years ago. This implies not only the cultural continuity but also the continuity in the genetic developments of the prehistoric population of the region. The Altai has become one of the important areas upon discoveries of anthropological remains in Denisova Cave. The paleogenetic analyses of human fossils from the stratum bearing cultural remains of the initial Upper Paleolithic have revealed a previously unknown type of the early hominids that was designated as Homo Altaiensis or Denisovan after the place of origin (Nature, 2010, vol. 464, 468; Science, 2012, vol. 338). The analysis of the genomic sequence of the representatives of the new group of early hominids has attested to their sister relation to the Neandertals. The population of the Denisovans co-existed in the Altai with the easternmost Neandertal population, which fact was established on the basis of the data of the anthropological and paleogenetic analysis of the human fossils from Okladnikov and Chagyrskaya Caves. It means that at least two different groups of early humans, the Neandertal and Denisovans, as their closest relatives, inhabited the Altai during the period when anatomically modern humans expanded beyond Africa.

An International Symposium focusing the archaeological, paleogenetic and anthropological aspects of the Paleolithic studies in Eurasia is planned to be held in the Altai in the early July, 2014.

The Organizing Committee of the Symposium invites you to take part in the Symposium entitled «Cultural developments in the Eurasian Paleolithic and the origin of anatomically modern humans».
The Symposium will be held at the permanent archaeological camp at Denisova Cave in the Altai Mountains in July 1 through 7, 2014.

Several sessions focusing on particular topics of the Stone Age archaeology will be held at the Symposium:

–Issues of Chronological classification of the Eurasian Paleolithic;

–Early Prehistory of Eurasia;

–The Middle to Upper Paleolithic transition in various regions of Eurasia;

–Development of cultural traditions in the early Upper Paleolithic in Eurasia;

–Paleogenetic history of the early humans in Eurasia; 

–Anthropological features of the Paleolithic populations of Eurasia.

The Organizing Committee will cover the expenses of the round-trip transportation between Novosibirsk and Denisova Cave, board and lodging at the camp, and field excursions during the Symposium.

Please acknowledge your participation before December 15, 2013. 

The working languages of the Symposium are Russian and English. 

The deadline for submission of presentation texts in English (not exceeding 20 thousand characters including spaces and 2 illustrations) is March 15, 2014 through e-mail: shunkova@archaeology.nsc.ru
Postal address: 

Organizing Committee of the Symposium “Cultural developments in the Eurasian Paleolithic and the origin of anatomically modern humans”,

 Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography SB RAS, Pr. Akademika Lavrentieva, 17, Novosibirsk, 630090, Russia.

Voice: 7 – 383 –3300537

FAX: 7 – 383 – 3301191

The Organizing Committee of the Symposium:

Co-Chairmen: Prof. A.P. Derevianko and Prof. S. Paabo,

Vice-Chairman: Prof. M.V. Shunkov,

Science Secretary: Dr. K.K. Pavlenok.

pavlenok-k@yandex.ru
Members of the Organizing Committee:

Prof. A.P. Buzhilova (Russia), Prof. O. Bar-Yosef (USA), Prof. Gao Xing (China), Prof. J. Jaubert (France), Prof. P. Mellars (Great Britain), Prof. N. Conard (Germany), Prof. Kidong Bae (Korea), Prof. S.V. Markin (Russia), Prof. D. Reich (USA) and Prof. Hiroyuki Sato (Japan).

